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Howdy you all!  Yes I know I'm from California, but for the last eleven months 

Linda and I have spent most of the time east of the Mississippi and south of the 

Dakota's.  

It is an honor to share this podium with the Women of the Moose Grand Regent 

Marion Friend.  Marion and I had a great time together in Palmer Alaska, as we were 

the Official Visitors for the Alaska-Hawaii Association Convention and Conference.  We 

have been on the ride of a lifetime, as the leaders of the women and the men of the 

Moose, and we have become great friends.  Wouldn't you know we are Moose, and that 

is what we do 

I can honestly say that it is a privilege and an honor to stand before you as the 

Supreme Governor of the Loyal Order of Moose for the 2008 - 2009 fraternal year.  I 



would like to say at this time -- thank you Loyal Order of Moose and Women of the 

Moose; you are truly my brothers and sisters.  You welcomed Linda and I with open 

arms; you invited us into your Associations and the Lodges and Chapters.  You picked 

us up at the Airports; you welcomed us into your Lodge homes; you took us site seeing, 

and you saw to it that Linda and I were transported to the next assignment, and then 

back to an airport.  Finally, after our last trip to Virginia, and the Moose Youth 

Awareness Congress, we were back home in California.  What a ride! 

Most of our travels were to multiple states.  During one of our travels, we visited 

5 states and we were gone for 20 days and were in 20 hotels.  During this 20-day trip 

we toured West Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, New York, and 

Pennsylvania; we saw history that was not in the history books in the 50's, or maybe I 

wasn't paying attention.  During this trip Linda with all her charm ended up with a quart 

of moonshine in her possession and was determined to take it home.  But I convinced 

her to give it back to its rightful owner as she could not take it back to California on the 

plane, and I wasn’t quite sure that she wouldn't drink it all.  

Moving on, we took tours of civil war battlefields, forts, old gunnery, cemeteries, 

statues, and old wooden ships, and historic structures built before California was even 

thought of being a state let alone a territory.  We saw the colorful fall foliage traveling up 

through New York, and the same colorful foliage covered with snow traveling down 

through New York and into Pennsylvania.  I believe that the trees with the snow were 

even more of a beautiful site. 

During each of our visitations I tried to shake everybody's hand and say hello.  I 

also walked through each lodge and toured the building and the grounds. I was 



impressed.  All your Lodges were clean and bright; the grounds well kept, the food was 

great and your hospitality was beyond compare.  I shared, along with you, the pride of 

accomplishment and achievement in each of these Lodges and Chapters.   

I had the honor of telling the story of the Moose to new Moose members, town 

leaders and other guests at the various functions.  I had the opportunity to thank the 

men and women of the Moose for their volunteer work and financial support, that each 

you so graciously give to our fraternity.  I was able to assist the Governors and the 

Senior Regents in presenting awards, certificates, money and more money to 

community service projects, including over 50 boxes of Tommy Moose to fire 

departments, police departments, hospitals, and EMT's. With all of your support we 

were able to move through these difficult months and continue to support the endeavors 

of our great fraternity.  I believe we will be hearing great reports throughout this 

convention that could not have happened with out your dedicated support including the 

contributions you have made to your Lodges, Chapters, Districts, Moose Legions, 

Associations, Moose Charities, and your communities.  

Yes you are signing up new members, you are giving to the endowment fund 

supporting Mooseheart and Moosehaven and you are steadily increasing the GIMME 5 

fund.  During these visits I asked you to be salesmen, as we continually strive to reach 

our membership and financial goals.  I, for one, am confident that by working together 

we will attain all of these goals in the very near future. 

Linda and I visited 33 states, and 22 of them were on the east coast.  We flew in 

and out of 38 different airports, and we were escorted through 31 states by cars, trucks 

and SUV's.  Linda and I would get up at 2 am so that we could get on the 6 am flight 



headed east.  Thanks to all of you, Loyal Order of the Moose and Women of the Moose, 

your hospitality and friendship made our travels seem like an adventure in Disney 

World.  

We attended orientations, community service events, District meetings, Council 

of Higher Degree meetings, awards banquets, golf tournaments, and an open house for 

the public; and yes, even enrollments. 

I would like to thank the Area Managers, Assistant Area Managers, Deputy 

Supreme Governors, Association officers and their wives.  These dedicated men and 

women of the Moose picked us up at the airports, drove us through forests, deserts, 

mountains, and flat lands; through rain and snow, while always getting us to our 

destinations safe, and on time.  I also have to thank Jim Fleming for setting up our 

visitations and telling me where I had to go.  Jan Pedersen, our Moose travel 

coordinator, helped us make flight reservations where at times it was difficult, to say the 

least.  Many times we had to coordinate with the two, three or four Area Managers at 

one time to make an easy transition between traveling from one state to another.  And 

at times, Jan and I didn't think we could get from destination A to destination B.  But we 

did, and knock on wood, we only lost our suitcases once.  But they arrived eight hours 

later.  And we only missed one flight and had to stay overnight in Chicago, and that was 

because of a delayed flight.  Jan where ever you are I love you and thanks. 

Ok, now it is time to get serious.  We are here this week to meet old friends and 

make new friends, socialize, party and have a great time, and in the mean time, we 

have a busy week of business ahead of us.  Hopefully, most of you attended 

Mooseheart’s 5th and 8th grade promotion this afternoon.  Wasn’t that great to be in 



attendance and congratulate these youngsters on their advancement to another level of 

education.  I am also looking forward to a busy day at Mooseheart tomorrow to witness 

the Mooseheart Class of 2009 Commencement, and the Conferral of the Pilgrim Degree 

of Merit.  Co-Workers will also be receiving their College of Regents Degree in the 

morning, following commencement.  For those of you visiting the Mooseheart campus 

for the first time, you are indeed in for a treat. 

Like you, I am looking forward to a week full of meetings, entertainment, and the 

fun we will all share together as members of the Moose.  

Thank you and have a great convention. 
 

 


